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SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $196.3 MILLION 


U.S. exports of seeds for planting totaled $196.3 million for July, 1981 - 
February 1982, 6 percent below a year earlier. February exports of $42.0 
million were 19 percent above February 1981, continuing the improvement 
noted when January exports of $42.8 million indicated an increase in monthly 
exports over last year for the first time in this marketing year. After a 
slow start, this pattern of heavy shipments later in the marketing year 
reflects the strength of the dollar and high interest rates in importing 
countries. 


Forage seed exports continued at a slow pace for this period, totaling $44.0 
million, 26 percent below last year. Alfalfa, fescue and ryegrass exports 
of $14.0 million, $4.3 million and $4.7 million were down 38 percent, 38 
percent and 23 percent, respectively, in comparision with the first eight 
months of the last marketing year. Vegetable seed exports of $68.7 million 
through February were 4 percent under last year, but made up over a third of 
total exports. Sweet corn seed exports of $8.8 million, and tomato seed 
exports of $2.7 million, were each up 33 percent this year. Radish seed 
exports more than tripled at $1.6 million. Bean, cantalope, onion and 
vegetable seeds, not specified, all experienced significant reductions in 
sales for 8 month period. Corn seed moved well, totaling $44.9 million, a 
32 percent increase through February and $13.5 million, a 168 percent increase 
for the month of February. 


Shipments to the European Community have improved, totaling $60.2 million 

through February, 5 percent below a year earlier. Corn seed, $20.8 million, 
doubled since last year and made up 46 percent of total U.S. corn export 

value. Flower seeds, $1.9 million, sorghum seeds, $1.8 million, and soybean 
seeds, $1.0 million, have also moved well recently while exports of vegetable 
seeds and forage seeds were down 12 percent and 46 percent in value, respectively, 
for the 8 month period. 


Mexico continued as the No. 1 market for U.S. seed exports. Shipments to 
Mexico totaled $33.3 million through February, a 24 percent increase over 

last year and 17 percent of total U.S. exports. Soybean, grain sorghum, corn, 
alfalfa, and vegetable seeds were up significantly while forage seed exports 

as a group dropped 23 percent to a total of $7.0 million through February. 
Japan continues as the No. 2 market at $23.1 million, even though shipments are 
2 percent below a year ago. Italy has moved into position as the number 3 
market with shipments valued at $7.6 million during February, bringing cumulative 
totals for the year to $22.1 million, 6 percent above last year. Exports to 
Canada lagged 11 percent through February, totaling $17.4 million. Shipments 
to France, Greece, Australia, and Saudi Arabia, all major customers, are above 
last year. 


TRADE ALERT 


BRAZIL: Brazilian officials have accepted U.S. provisions for growing-season- 
certification of corn seed as being free of downy mildew (Peronosclerospora 
sorghi). Certification of sorghum seed was previoulsy accepted regarding downy 
mildew. For information contact: Export Section, Plant Protection and 
Quarantine, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Hyattsville, Maryland 
20782. 


MALAYSIA: U.S. vegetable, flower, and turf seeds are desired for testing and 
visits by any seedsmen traveling through Southeast Asia are requested by: 
Multi-Purpose Management Sdn. Bhd., Wisma MCA, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Tel: 417599 or 488022, Telex: MULTIP MA 30825. 


ALGERIA: The National Office for Agricultural Resources and Purchasings 
(ONAPSA), under the control of the Algerian Ministry of Agriculture, is 
interested in importing vegetable, industrial, and flower (floral) seeds. 
ONAPSA has expressed willingness to sign multi-year contracts for substantial 
quantities. Contact: Direction Generale, ONAPSA, Rue Hassane Benaamane, 
(Ex-Saint-Charles, Les Oliviers), Birmandreis, Algiers, Algeria. Telex: 

S22 96em S060 bhones 56521315). 


NETHERLANDS: Corn and other cereal seeds wanted. Contact: W. Dolman, 
Ligtermoet Chemie B. V., P. 0. Box 1048, Roosendaal, Netherlands. Telex: 
01650-32912. Phone: 78337. 


JAPAN: Five to 50 tons cress seed wanted as soon as arrangements can be made. 
Seed to be packed in jute or polypropylene bags containing 25 kilograms each. 
Bank reference: Daiwa Bank, Fukuoka Branch, 14-8 Tenjin 2-Chome,Chuoku, 
Fukuoka City 810 Japan. Sample and quotation CIF Kobe or Yokohama should be 
submitted to: Mr. Haruo Terashima, Executive Director, System Foods Co., Ltd., 
1752-283 Oaza-Mitoma, Wajiro, Higashi-Ku, Fukuoka City 811-02, Japan. Telex: 
126960 SYSTEM.) Phones) 092-607-256. 


SPAIN: GIPU-DARO, S.A., located in San Gervasio De Cassolas, 41, Barcelona-22, 
Spain, would like to receive quotations for undetermined quantities of alfalfa 
seed and canary seed. Contact is Mr. David Rodriguez-Coram. Telephone: 

3 ZU B¥8- IO 


NIGERIA: Wishes to import for trial 1 metric ton each early white corn and 
rice seeds by December. Quote: C&F Lagos. Bank ref: United Bank of Africa, 
12/14 Broad Street, Lagos, Nigeria. Contact: A. A. Akinwowo, Wowus (Nigeria) 
Enterprises, 10 Adetula Street via Palm Avenue, Mushing, Lagos, Nigeria. 


A FREE OVERSEAS TRADE SERVICE 


A monthly newsletter called Contacts for U.S. Farm Products can help introduce 
your products to foreign buyers. A description of your product(s), address, 

bank reference, phone and telex or cable address is sent to USDA's repre- 
sentatives overseas for distribution to importers in their country of assignment. 
Interested buyers will then contact you. For this service, contact the 

marketing representative with your state department of Agriculture, or the 
equivalent, located in your State capitol. Alternatively, write to the Export 
Promotion Division, Foreign Agriculture Service, Room 4945-South, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 20250 and the participation form will be 

sent to you. 
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